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Australasian Region—Duncan Cabassi
Sinnamon Park, QLD, Australia 
M: +61 0424 844 807
e-mail president@nmra.org.au

British Region—Jonathan Small, MMR® 
Millfield, Vyner Road North, Bidston Hill
Prenton, Merseyside, CH43 7PZ
United Kingdom +44 7976 636592
e-mail: brprez@nmra.org

Lone Star Region—Donna Orr               
2625 Rolling Meadows Dr.
Rockwall, TX 75087
e-mail: lsrprez@nmra.org
H: (972) 342-8598   

Mid-Central Region—David Neff
5479 Chestnut Hill Dr.
Willoughby, OH 44094
H: (440) 269-1229 e-mail: mcrprez@nmra.org

Mid-Continent Region — Brad Slone MMR®

PO Box 313 
Dixon, MO 65459.  
H: (573) 308 7144
e-mail: mcorprez@nmra.org

Mid-Eastern Region—Kurt Thompson, MMR®

350 Ternwing Drive
Arnold, MD 21012
(410) 507-3671 (cell)
e-mail: merprez@nmra.org

Midwest Region—Bob McGeever
309 W Randolph St.
Stoughton, WI 53589
H: (608) 873-4529  e-mail: mwrprez@nmra.org

Niagara Frontier Region—Richard Hatton
205 Country Lane
Stayner ON L0M 1S0
(705) 428-9997  e-mail: nfrprez@nmra.org

North Central Region—David Capron, MMR®

12201 Podunk Ave NE 
Greenville, MI 48838
H: (231) 944-8576 e-mail: ncrprez@nmra.org
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PROGRAM MANAGERS

REGION PRESIDENTS
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Northeastern Region—Ed O’Rourke, MMR®

36 Nursery Ln
Syracuse NY 13210
H: (315) 247-0494 e-mail: nerprez@nmra.org

Pacific Coast Region—Frank Markovich, MMR®

1904 Chula Vista Dr.
Belmont, CA  94002-3622
H: (408) 505-2727 e-mail: pcrprez@nmra.org

Pacific Northwest Region—Jeff  Herrmann
PO Box 1012
Rathdrum, ID 83858
H: (714) 651-3903 e-mail: pnrprez@nmra.org

Pacific Southwest Region—Pat Raymer
2655 El Caminito
La Crescenta, CA 91214
H: (818) 957-7351 e-mail: psrprez@nmra.org

Rocky Mountain Region—Lowell Didas
4894 S. Forest Circle
Taylorsville, UT 84129
(801) 759-7829. e-mail: rmrprez@nmra.org

Southeastern Region—Roy Masterson
3502 Glendon Dr.
Chattanooga, TN 37411-4114
H: (423) 227-0334 e-mail: serprez@nmra.org

Sunshine Region—Jeff  Guzowski
4658 N Candlewood Dr.
Beverly Hills, FL  34465
e-mail: ssrprez@nmra.org

Thousand Lakes Region— Art Suel
14500 Alabama Ave 
Savage MN 55378
e-mail: tlrprez@nmra.org

NMRA Canada President—Ed Molenkamp
Edmonton Alberta T5M 2M9 
e-mail: presca@nmra.org

Have you changed your address or 
other membership information?

e-mail: hq@nmra.org
Phone: 423-892-2846 (8am–4pm ET)

Mail: P.O. Box 1328
Soddy Daisy TN 37384-1328 

Chief  Administrative Officer — 
Jenny Hendricks
P.O. Box 1328
Soddy Daisy, TN 37384-1328  
O: (423) 892-2846 Fax: (423) 899-4869
e-mail: hq@nmra.org

Library - 
423-892-2846 or nmraops@nmra.org

Education Department Manager — 
Michael Hohn, MMR®

Morgantown, WV 26501-4535
(304) 296-6303
e-mail: educate@nmra.org

Howell Day Museum Committee Chair — 
John Stevens
Tyrone, GA 30290
H: (770) 632-0753 
e-mail: museum@nmra.org

Information Technology Department 
Manager —
Gert “Speed” Muller
Murphy, TX 75094-3524 
(469) 345-0022 
e-mail: itmanager@nmra.org

Development & Fund Raising Department 
Manager — Alan Anderson
West Jordan, UT 84088 H: (801) 613-0801
e-mail: fund@nmra.org

Marketing Consultant
Christina Ganzer Zambri
Somerset, NJ 08873 H: (732) 609-5221
e-mail: marketing@nmra.org

Meetings & Trade Show Department 
Manager — Bob Amsler
Saint Louis, MO 63111-2338
H: (314) 606-6118 Fax: (314) 754-2688
e-mail: conv@nmra.org

Publications Department Manager — 
Riley Triggs 
Austin, TX 78704 H: (512) 636-3521
e-mail: pubs@nmra.org

Standards & Conformance Department
Manager — Andy Zimmerman 
Tallahassee, FL 32309
C: 850-524-4399
e-mail: tech-chair@nmra.org 

Region Secretaries: send all 
changes in Region officer infor-
mation to the NMRA Secretary:

secy@nmra.org.

2023 NMRA National Convention Dates and National Train Show Reservations:
Dallas, Texas August 20 – 26, 2023 (https://www.2023texasexpress.com/)

Train Show Booth Reservations—Jenny Hendricks Registrar - P.O. Box 1328, Soddy Daisy, TN  37384-1328
423-892-2846 •  ntsreg@nmra.org
 • 2024—Long Beach, California

Notify NMRA Headquarters
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ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

NMRA AP Certificate Report 
August 2022

Golden Spike

Mid-Eastern Region
Bruce Barrett, Clementon, New Jersey
Dale Leasure, Toms River, New Jersey

Niagara Frontier Region
Frank Battaglia, North Tonawanda, New 
York

Northeastern Region
John Gillespie, Greenlawn, New York

Southeastern Region
Michael Floyd, Leeds, Alabama

Sunshine Region
Stacey Elliott, Quincy, Florida

Master Builder - Cars

Mid-Eastern Region
David Albertson, Forked River, New Jersey

Southeastern Region
Roberta Dean, Crossville, Tennessee

Master Builder - Scenery

Mid-Continent Region
Dean Smith, Rolla, Missouri

Sunshine Region
Andy Zimmerman, Tallahassee, Florida

Master Builder - Prototype Models

Northeastern Region
Thomas Emmett, Newport, Rhode Island

Model Railroad Engineer - Civil

Southeastern Region
Jerry Lachapelle, Memphis, Tennessee

Chief Dispatcher

Mid-Central Region
Bruce DeMaeyer, Louisville, Kentucky

Association Official

Mid-Continent Region 
John Fales, Olathe, Kansas

Southeastern Region
Kenneth Mattern, Huntsville, Alabama

Association Volunteer

Mid-Continent Region
David Ackmann, Florissant, Missouri

Pacific Coast Region
Richard Mossholder, Santa Rosa, California

Pacific Northwest Region
Bob Wojcikowski, Poulsbo, Washington

Model Railroad Author

Niagara Frontier Region
Lloyd Henchey, St. Eugene, Ontario, 
Canada

Northeastern Region
Christopher Carfaro, Richmond, Vermont

MASTER MODEL RAILROADER®

MMR® 714 Thomas Emmett, Newport, 
Rhode Island

AP QUESTIONS: If  you have questions 
about the AP program or requirements, 
start with your local or Region If  you still 
have questions, contact Frank Koch at 
fjkoch@hotmail.com. 

Three big benefits of
NMRA membership:

Those are the discounts that manufacturers and hobby shops in our Partnership Program are 
giving us right now. Partners like Micro-Mark®.  Model Rectifier Corporation®.  Badger  Airbrush®.  
Unreal Details®.  Hot Wire Foam Factory®.  Logic Rail™ Technologies.  And over 30 more 
companies.  It’s savings that can actually pay for your membership!

And are you taking advantage of our other big benefits?  Like 150+ national 
convention clinic videos.  Or over 15 hours of “how-to” videos produced by 
the biggest names in model railroading videos.  Or our directory of model 
railroad layouts all over the world that you can visit.  The list goes on and on.

If you haven’t visited www.nmra.org lately, you’re missing out on some really 
great stuff.  Starting with a boatload of discounts! We make it more fun.

®

15%
off

25%
off

45%
off

NMRA Magazine Half-page 4/C  -- 
Leone
Partnership Program  8/15/18
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MMR EARNED

Tom Emmett 
Earns 

Master Model Railroader® #714 

As with most model railroaders, I got 
started as a youngster. I was about six 

when I received a Lionel O-27 train set for 
Christmas. It was on a simple 4x8-foot ply-
wood table, and the trains just went around 
and around like so many beginner’s layouts. 
A few years later, we moved to Hobart, 
Indiana (about 40 miles SE of  Chicago), 
where my house was half  a block from 
Nickel Plate’s main line between Chicago 
and Fort Wayne, Indiana. Growing up, my 
friends and I spent a lot of  time around 
those tracks watching trains, and the Lionel 
layout grew into an 8x12-foot plywood 
platform but without much detail. Still, it 
was fun. Between the proximity to a real 
railroad (by now Norfolk & Western) and 
my friend’s HO layout, I was convinced 
to switch scales, and I never looked back. 

I left the hobby after high school when 
I went to college at Purdue. My trains sat 
silent. Following graduation and commis-
sioning in the U.S. Navy, I went to flight 
school. But in 1978, while deployed over-
seas, I happened upon an issue of  Railroad 
Model Craftsman at the base’s store. It re-
ignited my interest. When I returned state-
side, I collected all the trains and buildings 
from the Hobart HO layout. The locomo-
tives were not in good shape, so I started ac-
quiring more up-to-date models. I repainted 
and decaled the new ones for CN. I built 
a layout in my apartment in Jacksonville, 
Florida. I put down track, but no scenery, 
and the trains ran a few times before I had 
to move. Being in the Navy and moving 
every two to three years was a fact I lived 
with, but wherever I went, I tried to keep 
my hand in the game. I kept everything ex-
cept the benchwork when I left Jacksonville 
for Charleston, South Carolina.

In Charleston, I joined a model rail-
road club, which did not have a permanent 
layout. Instead, it had a HO module group 
that would put on train shows at the local 
mall a few times a year. I built two 2x4-
foot modules. Mine was a switching layout 
with some rail customers. I even used a 
few buildings from the Hobart layout: a 
passenger station, a factory, and a freight 
warehouse. I did a better job with scenery 
and finishing than I had done in the past. 
I learned a lot during that build. In 1983, 

when it was time to move again, I crated 
the two modules and headed off  to Omaha 
for two years. There, I started another lay-
out, incorporating the two modules. Then 
it was moving time again, this time to the 
Azores. The layout benchwork went into 
the dumpster. The two modules were re-
crated and — along with the locomotives, 
rolling stock, and buildings — went into 
long-term storage. While overseas, I built 
a small 4x6-foot layout in my Bachelor 
Officers’ Quarters room. A scene divider 
running cater-corner created two quite 
different scenes with the track making 
a simple oval with a couple of  switches 
for customers. I learned even more about 
terrain building, scenery, kitbashing struc-
tures, and weathering techniques for struc-
tures, rolling stock, and engines. 

The train table stayed in the Azores, 
but the buildings, cars, and the locomo-
tive returned stateside with me to Norfolk, 
Virginia, in 1985. I built another layout an-
chored on those two modules. This one 
was an around-the-room design with an 
open center. I reused the structures from 

earlier layouts and built more. Kitbashing 
plans from RMC and MR came in handy 
for new buildings, and I worked on scenery 
construction techniques such as water and 
backdrops. This layout was built knowing 
that it would have to be moved again, so 
when I headed off  to Keflavik, Iceland, for 
two years, it was all crated again.

I moved back to the States in 1992, re-
tired from the Navy, and married. My wife 
and I moved to an apartment in Arlington, 
Virginia. There was no room for a layout, 
but I did go to train shows in the DC/
Virginia/Maryland area, where I picked up 
ideas for future use. 

In 2001, we moved to Newport, Rhode 
Island, and I finally got the chance to build 
a permanent layout. It is in a 10x30-foot 
room at the back of  the garage. Layout 
construction began in 2008. 

I built the layout’s perimeter first, which 
gave me space in the middle because the 
room was narrow. I also took my time to 
practice the scenery, track laying, wiring for 
DCC, and other construction techniques 
because I only wanted to do this once. Then 
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I built the peninsula portion. It took a few 
years to complete.

The layout is a single-track main line in 
a sort of  folded or collapsed oval. The time 
frame is primarily the late 1970s and early 
1980s, with first- and second-generation 
diesel locomotives. I do have one brass 
steamer I run for excursions. The main 
line provides for continuous running by 
one of  three Class I railroads I choose to 
operate depending upon a coin toss, a roll 
of  the dice, or my mood. Either Canadian 
National; Chicago, Burlington & Quincy; 
or Chicago & North Western will show 
up. CB&Q still exists on my railroad. The 
concept is for the mainline train to deliver 
and pick up cars at an interchange yard 
with my freelance short line, the North 
Bay Railroad (NBRR). I do not conduct 
operations in the sense that I have any sort 
of  timetable or schedule. I put together a 
switching problem I make up from index 
cards for customers and more cards for 
railcars appropriate for their product. The 
big railroad provides full or empty cars to 
a small interchange yard with the NBRR. 
The North Bay switches these out, and 
empty or full cars are returned to the yard 
for pick-up by the next major railroad train. 
That completes what I call a cycle. All loco-
motives have DCC with sound. Some are 
factory-equipped, and some I converted 
and upgraded myself.

I should also mention that most of  
the locations are associated with English 
crime and mystery authors and their char-
acters, actors who portrayed the characters, 
or places in their works or works of  other 
writers. Dorothy L. Sayers is our favorite 
mystery author. She wrote in the 1920s 
and 1930s, and her hero character is Lord 
Peter Wimsey. There are references not 
only to her books, but also to the works 
of  Arthur Conan Doyle, Colin Dexter, 
Agatha Christie, Anthony Horowitz, 
Garrison Keillor, and actors and charac-
ters such as David Suchet, Joan Hickson, 
Michael Kitchen, Rumpole, Foyle, and 
Morse among many others.

I do not have any off-scene staging. 
Instead, I make up the initial delivery train 
on a sidetrack representing another line that 
joins the layout. I gather the locomotives, 
caboose, and cars from storage shelves be-
low the layout. 

I joined the NMRA and the Little 
Rhody Division in 2016. Soon thereafter, I 
got interested in the NMRA’s Achievement 
Program. I thought my layout might be 
worthy of  the Golden Spike, so I invited 

our Division’s two judges — Justin Maguire, 
MMR®, and Steve Erickson — to look it 
over. They also determined that it qualified 
for Master Builder – Scenery, which got me 
started. Still, I did not initially target Master 
Model Railroader® as a goal, just a few areas 
that really interested me, so I set to work on 
those. Model Railroad Engineer – Electrical 
came next. In 2018, I added a second level 
that sits atop most of  the perimeter portion 
of  the layout. Cars are transferred between 
the two via a single-track tray. I call it the 
Yooper Division in a nod to Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula. This allowed me to work 
on Master Builder – Structures and Model 
Railroad Engineer – Civil. 

The club does not have a permanent 
layout. Instead, it has a T-Trak N-scale 
modular layout that is set up at its meet-
ings, libraries, and train shows. I built three 
3-foot modules as my contribution to the 
display. Participation in the T-Trak group 
and on the Division’s Board of  Directors 
helped me satisfy the requirements for 
Association Volunteer. I also built a por-
table HO switching layout the club can use 
at shows and open houses. The idea is to 
have visitors solve a simple switching puzzle 
problem and perhaps generate some hands-
on enthusiasm for the hobby. 

At about the time I finished the AP 
Structures qualification, several friends and 
members of  Little Rhody encouraged me 
to keep going for MMR®, including Justin 
and Steve, as well as Mike Tylick MMR®, 
Sue Osberg, and Steve Ryder. 

I knew I needed two more qualifica-
tions, but the thought of  either AP Cars 
or AP Motive power was a bit intimidat-
ing. I chose AP Cars. However, once I got 
started, I found it to be one of  the most 
interesting and satisfying of  the categories. I 
especially enjoyed researching a type of  car 
or a specific prototype car and then watch-
ing it come together into a finished model. 

The same can be said for the last 
AP category I chose: Master Builder –
Prototype. I modeled a portion of  a small 
yard and interchange from my hometown. 
The main line was, as I mentioned, the 
N&W, and it interchanged with the Elgin, 
Joliet & Eastern (EJ&E). The portion I 
modeled in HO ended up being just about 
seven feet long but only 13 inches deep. 
It will eventually become part of  an in-
dustrial switching layout that ties into the 
main layout. 

In summary, obtaining MMR® has 
been a challenging, though occasionally 
frustrating, but very rewarding journey and, 
above all, just plain fun.

Certificates Earned 
Tom Emmett, MMR #714

Master Builder – Scenery
Model Railroad Engineer – Electrical

Master Builder – Structures
Model Railroad Engineer – Civil

Association Volunteer
Master Builder – Cars

Master Builder – Prototype Models

The 
NMRA Model
       Railroad Directory
                    is           online  and

                    ready to use!
Whether you’re at home or traveling, you can contact other NMRA 
members for a layout tour, to talk trains, or even to join in an op 
session!   There are maps, descriptions, photos, videos, and more.  
And it’s only available to NMRA members.

Visit www.nmra.org, log in as a member, and click 
on “Model RR Directory” to see layouts in your 
area or to list your own layout
   
Join in the fun! We make it more fun!


